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hink about it: Fewer than three decades ago, there

I was no parking problem, no out buildings, no upper
room for gatherings, no Saturday lunch program.

The first parishioners comprised a group of believers from
disparate backgrounds: large parishes, small ones, Slavs,

Greeks, Syrians, Lebanese, Romanians, English, Scots,
Irish.

We were from so-called mother churches in the heavily
industrialized towns and cities where immigrants settled
to work in mills and mines in the early 20th Century. We
were from small, country parishes and every other type of
community in between the two extremes. We barely knew
one another but we kept returning each week for the love of
God.

We worshiped in rented quarters, then struck out on our
own. We all know the story about our locating in a former
Cadillac showroom at the corner of Summit and Oakland
streets. We havent contributed cupolas to the Columbus
skyline theyre in the master plan that will be achieved
some day.

God has granted us the courage, strength and humility
to grow a parish that thrives on the work ethic imported by
our forebears. We recognize here the benefactors, founders
and donors who have shared our parish s mission and have
contributed greatly to itsgrowth. Parishioner labor intandem
with our neighbors has brought about many improvements
to our facilities, delicious meals and other services.

Few parishes our size and larger are blessed with four
priests and one subdeacon: Fathers Daniel W. Rentel, our
founding pastor; Mark Lowery, Kevin Greenwood, James
Sizemore and subdeacon John Mustric. Their spirituality,
their care for our spiritual needs and love of the Church
add immeasurable depth to our community. \We also have
two other priests who were ordained from our parish; Fr.
Mark Hodges who has moved to establish a mission in Lima,
Ohio and Fr. Alexander Rentel who is on the faculty at St.
Vladimirs Theological Seminary in Crestwood, New York.

The Columbus, Ohio, community of St. Gregory of Nyssa
is grateful above all to God for giving us a quarter century
dedicated to His Glory, to His priests, to donors, benefactors,
workers, singers, neighbors. This commemorative book
is a celebration and reflection of His blessings. We greatly
appreciate the labors of all who have worked to bring about
this year-long celebration well earned.

All things for the glory of God!

Our Beloved

Departed Founders
and Benefactors

+Right Rev. Boris (Geeza)
+Archpriest John Psinka
+Stella Holovach

+Al Dubetz

+Florentine Hardesty
+Jerry Vrugitz

+Steve Smerekanich
+Marie Marzine

+Mary Marus

+Robert Vincent
+Charles Volosin
+Michael Blishak

+John Volosin

+Larry Kozobarich
+Maria Catona

+Mary Rentel

Memory Eternal,
Vechnaya Pamyat

Many thanks to Kathy Johnson and designer, Tony Core whose
tireless efforts have produced this wonderful commemorative book.
A keepsake for all present and an introduction for those to come.



St. Gregory of Nyssa,
Father of Fathers

by Victor M. Rentel

Gregory of Nyssa was one of a group of illustrious 4th Century saints
who left an enduring imprint on the Orthodox Church. With St. Basil
the Great, St. John Chrysostom, and St. Gregory the Theologian, St.
Gregory of Nyssa created arich legacy of theology, liturgy, and spiritual
literature unsurpassed in any era of the Eastern Church. This body
of work is vastly important for its interpretation of Eastern Christianity s theology,
liturgical texture, and the nature of God. Orthodoxy s distinctive mysticism has its
origins in this period with much owing to St. Gregory of Nyssa. Like other saints, St.
Gregory of Nyssa was a unique and gifted human
being with extraordinary powers
of observation and expression.
His family was equally He was a gifted

remarkable, an intellectual and -
spiritual citadel in the Church's writer and Speaker

history. St. Gregory sbrother, St. | B4R (06 [ [o] gl i=lo B 1 !
Basil, the Great, not only wrote |anguage and its

one of the core liturgies of the
Orthodox Church, he created power to persuade

prayers that today remain and invoke the

commonplace in the lives of hil
ordinary Orthodox believers, senses wnitie

and he educated or served as ilfluminating
an icon for clergy and bishops -

of his and later ages. Basil, the intellect, a
with his brother Gregory, wholly unmatched

helped to establish our attribute among

understanding of the Trinity . .
and of the distinctive nature writers of his

of Christ within the Trinity. period and unique

Their  saintly  mother, th |
Emmelia and renowned among € earty

lawyer father raised nine Church Fathers.
children--five girls and
four boys of whom, one
brother Nacratious was a lawyer and another, Peter
was the Bishop of Seasta, a small town on the Mediterranean
coast. Of the other brother and four sisters, little is known.
Macrina, Gregory s older sister, widely known and beloved
for her devout and holy life, was ultimately honored
as a saint. She was Gregorys confidant, sometimes
intellectual partner, and deep spiritual influence, who
probably influenced his ordination decision. St. Basil,

in all likelihood, was the driving force in St. Gregory's




decision to pursue holy orders. St. Basil appears to have
been the dominating intellectual and social force in
Gregorys life and probably in Peters life as well. In a
letter to Peter, St. Gregory expressed his deep gratitude
to their older brother Basil whom Gregory described as
our father and our master. The letter conveyed great
affection for Basil and for Peter as well. Most scholars
agree that St. Basil played a principal role not only in
guiding Peter s and Gregory s life choices but equally in
educating and raising his younger brothers.

St. Gregory was a reluctant cleric. He had trained for
and started a career as a teacher of rhetoric, the study of
effective pubic speaking and writing. His family, however,
did not support his career choice and tried to convince
Gregory to use his talents in the service of the Church.
When he chose to become a teacher, his brother Basil, by
then a powerful bishop, objected to and argued against
St. Gregory s choice with long and impatient letters to his
younger brother. St. Basil initially failed to persuade his
young brother of his mistake, but ultimately with Gregory s
friends and sister, Macrina, St. Basil persuaded Gregory to
become a priest. Shortly thereafter, Gregory was elevated
to Bishop of Nyssa.

St. Gregorys large body of theological work and
his many letters constitute an eloquent and intellectu-
ally distinctive contribution to Orthodox theology and
spirituality. His Catechism is testimony to his profound
grasp of Christian belief. In The Life of Moses, St.
Gregorys mystical portrayal of God--simultaneously
audacious and humble and thoroughly brilliant  has no
parallel in Christian thought. Similarly, his letters are
models of elegant grace and beauty, some miraculously
anticipating a style of writing and thought not to arise
until 1400 years later in the Romantic era of western
literature. He was a gifted writer and speaker who
delighted in language and its power to persuade and
invoke the senses while illuminating the intellect, a
wholly unmatched attribute among writers of his period
and unique among the early Church Fathers.

In 787 A.D., roughly four centuries after Gregorys
death, the Seventh General Council of the Church
honored St. Gregory of Nyssa by naming him, Father of
Fathers. St. Gregory of Nyssa, whose mystical rejoicing
of the Trinity and consuming love for his fellow human
beings, continues to touch our souls as, Father Gregory,
the sublime catechist, reluctant cleric, and unlikely hero
of the Church.

St Gregory of Nyssa Orthodox Church
...... dyouknow

Among those saints whose relics are contained
within the consecrated altar are: The New Martyr,
Barbara, attendant to the Grand Duchess Elizabeth;
The New Martyr St. Alexis of Wilkes Barre; St.
Herman of Alaska; Martyrs Probus, Tarachus and
Andronicus (3rd Century). The relics in the antimins
are also those of the New Martyr Barbara. Other
relics in the church are those of Saint Herman and
Saint Gregory of Nyssa (in their respective icons).

Nikolai Mukhin has painted murals in the altar
and arches of the Church of the Presentation of
the Virgin in the Tolga Monastery in Yaroslavl,
painted murals in the Russian Church in Japan,
painted the dome in the chapel of the president’s
palace Saint Antoine in Malta, and painted icons
at Christ the Savior Cathedral in Moscow.

Behind the drywall in the altar area is a large wooden
cross with the signatures of all of the members of the
parish at the time of the reconstruction of the building.

The sacramental table in the middle of the church
was made by Larry Kozobarich. The altar, table
of oblation, lecterns, and icon stands were made
by Jerry Vrugitz (the altar was ‘re-sized’ by Bob
Sega, for the consecration of the church).

From the founding of the parish until December, 1994,
we met in a chapel owned by the Melkite Christian
congregation on 15th Avenue. At the time we left
there, the chapel was also used by the Ethiopian

and Coptic Orthodox congregations in town.

The church building was formerly a two-story
Cadillac showroom.

The paints Nikolai Mukhin used in the church frescos
are hand-mixed Ralph Lauren paints purchased locally.
The colors are surprisingly softer than typical tones
used in icongography. Mr. Mukhin explained that he
purposely chose to use “new” warmer, lighter colors in
the iconography to express the openness of the church
and America as a new country for the Orthodox faith.




The Very Reverend

Archpriest Daniel Rentel

“Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how
He was known to them in the
breaking of the bread.”

(Luke 24:35)

Good People of St. Gregory s;

e know that the Holy Evangelist

made reference to ameeting with

the Resurrected Lord on the

road to Emmaus. We know the

breaking of the bread to be the Eucharist. Note

if you will, the inherent strength imbedded in the

actions taken by that gathering so long ago. When

we break bread together here in another time and

place, we too are made privy to the power of the

Holy Eucharist. I believe and want to believe that

St. Gregorys is best described as a Eucharistic

community and that as consequence, He is made
known to us in ways that we can comprehend.

I want us to remain faithful to the frequent
breaking of the bread and our responses to its
power. Worship should ever define us because
it is the finest, perhaps the only true gift we can
offer to God as an Orthodox parish. We came
into being in the very first days of the autocephaly
of Orthodox Church in America. Along with our
coming of age was a call for a Eucharistic revival
to accompany and support us on our way to the
building of Kingdom in the Americas. | believed
then and believe more strongly now that St.
Gregorys growing up here profoundly benefits
from frequent and widespread participation in
Holy Communion. Visitors and guests comment
on the love and warmth they perceive here. | have
often been the recipient of such love and care: |
am alive today in part because of prayers offered
here for my restoration to health in times past. He
is known to us also.

I take this occasion to pay homage to the love and

dedication of the People of St. Gregorys. Founders
receive my undying gratitude. I cannot imagine my
spiritual life without the Choir that blesses our every
service. | cannot find words to thank sufficiently
my brother clergy who stand by me, cover for me,
and tolerate a great deal of my idiosyncrasies. Of
course there are greeters, servers, officers, chairs and
facilitators without whom the Church simply would
not run. All do much more that fulfill particular
ministries. Working together, breaking bread
together we become Gods Church in Columbus.
As but one member of His Body | rejoice at having
had the opportunity to belong to such an assembly
of believers. | hope we will continue to do those
things necessary to save the world we live in through
prayer, service, fellowship, and communion.

uch affection in Christ,
Fr. Dan



A[personal] HI ory of
St Gregory's g

by Elaine Rentel

t began inauspiciously. After a few months of planning, the
first worship service was held on Sunday evening, January
9, 1983, the eve of the Feast of St. Gregory of Nyssa, whose
patronage was adopted. Thirteen people attended, half of
them Ohio State University students. Bishop Boris had given Father
Daniel Rentel permission to establish this mission in the campus
area, and that is where we found ourselves, having rented a chapel
from a group of Melkite Christians on Fifteenth Avenue. It would be
our home for the next ten years. A regular cycle of worship services
was quickly established. Our numbers were few, but nevertheless
it was a heady time. We remember with special fondness those first
student founders who joined us, who helped, tormented, teased and

breathed energy and enthusiasm into our midst:
Sam Warbel, Marjorie Druash, Steve Zaremba,
Ihor Mahlay.

Of course, everything we did was a first: our
first Divine Liturgy, our first picnic, our first
choir practice, our first Bake Sale. Total income
for our first year was $6000, $4000 from our
own collections and the balance from outside
donations.  St. Johns, in Campbell, Ohio,
showed particular generosity in sending us
both funds and liturgical vessels. The Diocese
of the Midwest gave an initial grant to us, and
Bishop Boris, who was always a friend to this
parish, arranged for us to receive a monthly

stipend. There were more firsts: our
first infant baptism, (spring, 1984), our
first adult baptism (summer, 1984), our
first wedding in November of that year.
Growth was slow but steady, and we
began to reach the dizzying heights of
thirty people on a Sunday.

It may be useful here to pause and
remember that at the time, although
we were excited and challenged, the
success of our mission was by no means
assured. We had no idea what lay ahead.
Our numbers were small, finances were
tight; there were many
obstacles. At times,
it seemed as though
we were hanging on
by a thread. Key
people  moved out
of town nothing is
more demoralizing on
a small mission than
losing some of what
you already have!
The enormity of our
task, the difficulty,
the  disappointments
we would have to
face, all were coming
into  sharper focus.
Perhaps, in our darkest




moments, we persevered simply because we had to  at
the time, there was no place else to go! Where else could
we worship in English?

The first few years passed. We were small enough to
do things informally. Consider this: in January, 1985,
those gathered at the church's Annual Meeting thought
it time to elect a slate of officers to guide the mission
through the rigors of

Finally, in 1993 we moved
into our own church
building, on Summit

Street, still in the OSU
campus area. What great
cause for rejoicing!

legal incorporation.
Unfortunately, no one
present wanted to assume
the role of President, so
the time-honored ploy
of electing someone not
present was invoked.
Julie Tkach Hesse called
her hushand, Tom, who
was at home in bed with
a cold. She roused him
out of a nap; still groggy,
he agreed to serve as
our first President. (Much later, Tom recalled being
flattered. He thought it would be fun to serve for a year.
He served for five.) And there were further accomplish-
ments: the first church school classes in the same year;
the first Blischak Family Scholarship, awarded in 1987.
Things started to look good! Well, except for the
holidays. Almost everyone in our little mission hailed
from somewhere else. On Christmas and Pascha, many
decided to return home, leaving a pitiful few to celebrate
at St. Gregorys. Those of us left behind yearned for the
day when we too would have a full church for these great
feasts. That wouldnt come for

began to think of St.
Gregorys as home; as
they began to think of
each otheras family; as
they realized that they
wanted to experience
the Feasts with the same
people with whom they
experienced the Fasts.
This was an important
transformation; we were
losing our sense of being
temporary. The period roughly from 1986 through 1992
brought much growth, especially in the realm of young
families with children. The churchs projected 1987
budget was based on expected revenues of $12,000, and
we exceeded the projections a dizzying accomplish-
ment at the time. Social ties grew and became stronger.

Still, we were renting a chapel and needed more space.
Finally, in 1993 we moved into our own church building,
on Summit Street, still in the OSU campus area. What
great cause for rejoicing! The church was spare, and
there were few icons and no iconostasis; we had no altar
coverings whatsoever. Virtually

a while.

When did it become clear
that St. Gregorys was going to
make it as a parish? There were
probably several benchmarks:
incorporation (1988); reaching
sixty people at Sunday Liturgies;
the budget going into five figures;
our first lamb roast. Perhaps
the most important benchmark
came about gradually, as those
folks who always went home
for the Feasts started, little by
little, to celebrate in Columbus.
A psychological and spiritual
progression occurred as folks

all our liturgical vessels were

f‘f\ donations from other churches.
/'

Father Dan had all of two sets
of vestments. But we were rich!
A good friend to our parish,
Jerry Vrugitz, buoyed our spirits
when he lovingly and generously
constructed our altar and oblation
tables. We wept at the great gifts
God had bestowed on us.

Well, Fr. Dan never let us rest
too long on our laurels. Soon after
moving in, he met an iconographer
in Yaroslavl, Russia, who wanted
to write icons in an American



church. Father Dan wanted St. Gregory s to be that church.
This artist, Nikolai Mukhin, already well known in his native
land, visited St. Gregory sin October, 1996. He looked around,
he talked to some people, and he looked around some more.
Within several months, he sent us a proposal. We discussed
it, argued, pondered, considered, weighed the options and
finally, in May, 1997, entered into an agreement with Nikolai.
Icons and an iconostasis were coming from Russia! Although
a wonderful rapport was established between St. Gregorys

-

and Nikolai, we had little idea what the final products would
look like, or even if Nikolai would be able to get them out of
Russia safely! We came to understand fully the term leap of

considerable efforts on the part of a lot
of people, among whom is our good
friend and long distance parishioner,

Kathie ~ Schmoll of  Dresden,
Germany, who acted as intermediary
for the whole venture. The icons were
installed in September, 1998. What

faith.

And in fact,
the whole process
turned out to be a
cliffhanger. In the
end, nine heavy
crates full of icons
and wooden pieces
of an iconostasis
arrived here safely,
although notwithout

would they look
like? Would the
iconostasis fit within
the church? Would
it all fit together?
We worried, we
fretted. The reality
of what we got
exceeded our highest
expectations, and
we marveled as we
watched the Russian artists painting in our church
through the long, sweltering days of that September.
An exhibition of Nikolais works, including some of
our icon panels, was held at OSUs Faculty Club.
Visitors came fromall over, believersand nonbelievers
alike, academicians, linguists, artists, newspaper
reporters, photographers, historians, and of course,
the faithful, to pray and give thanks, once again.
Further collaborations with the Yaroslavl School
occurred and will again in the future, but nothing
will ever match the breathless anticipation and great
wonder with which we greeted our first icons.

Thats not all that has happened. We gave
generously to sister churches in Byelorussia and
Indonesia. We developed a
model church school program.
We have awarded annual
scholarships to twenty-five
OSU students through the
generosity of the Blishchak
Family. Scholarships  for
non-OSU students became
available  when Patricia
Blischak established another
Educational Fund, which in




2003 was renamed the Mary
] Rentel Education Fund;
so far, seven students have
benefited from these awards.
Our parish council labored
long and hard to write a
mission  statement  that
would provide a permanent
¢ framework for its delibera-
' tions.  Further,  council
gradually developed a model
- for discussionsand decision-
maklngthatutlllzescollaborat|on and consensus.
Fr. Daniel has been invited to speak and consult
on this model within the national church and
within the diocese. We have continued to work
hard to
reach OSU students and to meet their spiritual and social
needs. The choir has lead the church in its worship responses
for every service through varied musical settings and also
worked to involve the whole congregation in singing many
hymns. We have hosted St. Vladimirs Seminary Octet
four times and offered worthy support. Through a generous
donation, we have established an Endowment Fund through
the Columbus Foundation to be used for philanthropic and
educational ventures.

Astrong commitment to our neighborhood has also beena
priority for our mission. While on 15th Avenue, visitors came
to the church seeking financial and other assistance. For several years, we handed out supermarket
vouchers. When we moved to our current location, the number of needy individuals and families
increased. Aswe got to know them, and they often joined us in worship and coffee hour, we realized
that vouchers were not an efficient use of our donations. Fr. Daniel asked Charles Robbins to
think about organizing a once
monthly luncheon for our
neighbors. This was a huge
hit! That monthly luncheon
became weekly, and, in 2002,
our Saturday lunch program
was born. Parishioners take
turns in preparing food. In
addition to helping out with
blankets, warm clothing, and
canned goods, Charles and
his volunteers support and
encourage basic self care skills, sobriety, self discipline, literacy
and prayer.
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But this story has an interesting twist. These
sometimes down-and-out folks have given back to
St. Gregorys in abundance. For example, when we
purchased a nearby house in 2003, our neighbors,
some of whom are homeless, provided hundreds
of hours of hard work in cleaning, remodeling and
painting, to prepare the house for Religious Education
classes. They planted flowers, they cut bushes. Later
they pitched in to help in remodeling our second floor,
to prepare it for use as a social and meeting place, not
to mention their remodeling efforts in our Annex,
where these luncheons occur. Our neighborhood
workers are rightly proud
of their contributions to
our community. In fact,
they are now part of our
community. Some of
them come to church.
A few want to become
Orthodox and  are
attending classes.  This
program has evolved from
adonor-recipientrelation-
ship toapartnership. Our
neighbors have learned,
but my sense is that we ve
learned more.

Theres so much to
relate, its hard to fit it all
in! Should we mention
that we have a Risk Management Handbook that is
a model for the diocese? We do, and its updated
annually. Guided by the inspired vision of Catherine

Vrugitz and in collaboration with the other local Orthodox
churches, we were able to assume a leadership role
in the development of the Holy Myrrhbearers
Orthodox Cemetery. Our newly adorned church
was consecrated during a memorable three day
celebration in 1999. In April of 2007, construc-
tion on our upper room was completed. At long
last, we have a large and well-appointed space for
dinners and meetings. I cant forget to mention our
parish website (www.stgregs.info). It is absolutely
splendid, essentially capturing not only the church s
physical presence and its many activities, but also
its great energy and spirit. Finally, we have been
abundantly blessed with diaconal and priestly
ordinations, seven of them, plus one vesting of a
Roman Catholic priest. Presently we are extremely
fortunate indeed to have Fr. Mark Lowery and
Father Kevin Greenwood with us on a regular basis.
Their contributions to our community are incalculable. Fr.
James Sizemore, a chaplain in the Ohio National Guard,
is currently deployed to the Middle East; we eagerly
anticipate his return.

Not everything has gone well; we
have had our challenges and sethacks
too. The most serious of these
occurred in 2004, when a group of
our parishioners decided to establish
another Orthodox church in the
suburbs. This split was excruciat-
ingly painful. It was a tough time;
we lost a lot of people. But we simply
had to accept this reality and go on.
And so it happened.

Well, as is the case with most city
parishes, a lot of interesting people
from all walks of life have passed
through our doors. Some stayed,
some moved on. Its been a real
adventure! We have endured great
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